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25X1 1. Prior _to 27 July 1953, KVP Bereitschaft Hohenstuecken was stbordinate 4c the
- Ministry of the Interior. The unit had the following organization and stirength:

Officers NG0B . EM

Bereitschalft headquarters - e & 70 2 12
Supply company - T35 20 40 -
Motor transport company - - 3 50 20
Headquarters platoon 1 . 14
Medical pletoon 1 20 5
Military band 25

Driving school ; 2 &C
S-1 (reconnaissance) company “ 5 10 20
8-2 (signal) company 7 5 25
8-3 (engineer) compsny 8 5 - 25
S-5 (AAA) battery 8 25 45
S-7 (tank) company 12 20 100
First Kommando 65 30 30
Second Kommando 70 17 66
Third Kommende 51 18 . 42
SB Abteilung 11 15 55

-

The EM personnel includes about 25 female KVP, but excluded wsre the about 60
officers, 80 NCOs and 40 EM scheduled for discharge, by 1 August 1953. It was men-
tioned among officers that new replacements were due to arrive after 1 August.
The three infantry Kommandos were organized into two battalions each, with the
second Kommando couslsting of the first battalion with 10 officers, 14 NCOs and
66 EM, and the second battalion with 50 officers, 2 NCOs and no EM., The first
battalion only consizted of a headquarters with 5 officers and a first company
with 5 offlcers, 14 NCOg and 66 EM. The authorized strength of the infentry
Kommandos was to include a signal pletoon, an engineer platoon, an AT artillery
platoon, a motor vehicle platoon and three infantry betitalions. The infantry
battalions were to include a hesvy mortar platoon and three infantry companies.

25X1 2. The following officers | |

Lieutenant General Hazinz Ooffmann  director of training, with the Ministry of
the Interior

Major General Rudci¥ Doellisg PK nfficer
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Major General Scheffler (fnu) chief of steff
Colonel Krueger {fnu) commanding officer of Bereitschaft
Major Progsens (fnu) - - deputy FK
Captain Schamberger (fnu) deputy _
Majﬁr Tittel (fmu) chief of staff and FKK
lieutenant Colonel Koppe (i‘nﬁ) deputy B and SED secretary
Captain Junge (fnu) * deputy C
Senior Lieutepent Heinold (fnu)  deputy D-2
Senior Lieutenant Westphal (fnu) deputy S-2
Major Hoffmann (fnu) deputy supply
Major Herzer {fnu) ssV officer
Senior Lisutenant Wunderlich commanding officer of first Kommando
Captain Hax Sens commanding officer of second Kemmsndo
Senior Lieutenant Bartschek (fnu) comnarding officer of third Kemmendo

Four Soviet edvisors, including chief advisor Lieutenant Colonel Grushnikov {fuau)
and three other lieutenant colonels assigned to B unit, C unit and the FK section
were attached to the Bereltschaft. .

The A& battery wes equipped with 2 x 37-mm guns end 4 hesvy machine guns. The
tank company was egquipped with 3 T-34/85 tanks and 5 SU-76 guns. Other weapons
observed included 3 old howitzers, 3 Soviet 85-mm AT guns, 32 Soviet 57-mm AT
guns, 3 x 122.-mm heavy mortars and 5 medium 82-mm morters. The assigmment of
these weapons could not be determined.

Motor vehicles belonging to the unit included 90 H-3-A trucks; 30 ZIS trucks;

16 G-5 trucks, 1 radio truck, 5 ambulances, 2 Jeeps, 1 tank truck with trailer, .,
1 workshop truck (belonging to the tank company); 1 heavy tank chassis ss
amnunition carrier; 20 BMW sedans; 2 EMW sedans; £ DKW sedans; 25BMW and AWO
motorcycles; and 5 AWOQ motorcycles vith sidecars. .
Training manuvals for the unit included manual DV-47/52, General Tactics; DV-AS/52,
Ballistics; and DV-A/51, Basic Training (with Annex).

The unit included 10 percent of the 1927 through 1929 classes, 20 percent of the
1930 through 1932 classes; and 70 percent of the 1933 through 1936 classes. Sixty
percent csme from Saxony-Auhalt, 15 percent from Saxony, 15 percent from Meck-
lenburg, and 10 percent from Brandenburg and Berlin. Twenty percent of the per.-
sonnel were reliable Communists, and-80 percent opposed to the regime. While pre-
viously the History of the Rugsian Communist Party and Teachings of Marx and Engels
were streased in political indoctrination, Lenin's book "Was Tun?" has since ra-
cently been given priority. However, no change in the course of politicel indos-
trinetion was noticed after 17 Juns 1953. .

The Bereitschaft could be alerted im three stages. In case of elert stage 3, the
officer on duty of each Kommando hid to open a special slert order kept in a
glass box.’

After about early July 1953, the umits had to turn in efficiency reports to the
Boreitschaft for soldiers proposed for discharge. To pe discharged were persoiiles
with more than two punishments, personnel that were openly opposed to the regime
and showed bad discipline, sick persomnel and, especially, personnel that were in
their fourth year of service. All dischargees were bade faruell in the club by
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the chief of staff on 27 July, with the chief of staff transmitting the thanks
of the Ministry of the Interior. He further stated that each dischargee would

be registered for emergency in his home town, in case the Western imperialists
should make a surprise attack. The dischargees mumbered 60 officers, 80 NCOs and
40 EM who included an estimated 40 percent discharged because of punishrents,

25 percent becasuse of hostility toward the rTegime, 30 percent discharged because
of poor discipline and 5 percent discharged because of sickness. Organized into
groups and accompanied by officers of the Bereitschaft, the dischargees marched
to the registration office in Brandenburg where they were isgued their discharge
papers. They passed a room where recruiting agents of the work police of the
Walz und Stahlwerk, water police, Kreis police headquarters Brandenburg and Bran-
denburg prison were waiting. The discharge process of the Bereitschaft was to be
completed by 1 August 1953.

The Hohenstuecken installation was alerted on 17 June, whereupon the units marched
toward Brandenburg at about 1:30 p.m. 5-1 and 5-2 units remained as guard details,
at the installation. About 35 trucks and 20 motorcycles maintsined comnection
between the installation and the Kreis police office. Each of the trucks carried
sbout 25 soldiers who ocoupied the Walz und Stahlwerke, the Kreis police head-
quarters, the SED Krels headquarters, the FDJ club, the prison, Branderburg main
railroad and freight stations, and the railroad stations at Goerden, Altstadt )
and Krakeuer Tor. About40 percent of the troops conmitted returned to their quarters
on 18 June , the remainder about 20 June. A new commitment was prepared on 21 June,
The Einsatz Kommando left for Berlin on 37 trucks, 5 motorcycles, 2 sedans, 1
ambulance and 2 field kitchens. It first proceeded to Adlershof and then to Nfler-
schoeneweide where, the individual platoons of the unit occupied positions in-
cluding position No 85. The unit returned about 15 July 1953.

Ia second course for KVP instructors was scheduled to run

at the installation in Hohenstuecken from 28 July to 31 August 1953. The first
course vas attended by about 120 SED functionaries from the Soviet Zone of
Germany who came from a party school. The perticipants, all of them former Gernan
Army soldiers averaging about 40 years of age, were promoted to the rank of
sergeants or master sergeants/the beginmning of the course.

: : at

Comment. The information is confirmed by various| | statements
made in June 1953. The discharge quota amounts to about 13 percent. The structure
of the Bereitschaft remained that of a division, although it had the strength of
a cadre unit, i.e. 1,250 men. :
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